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Dominguez, Gidus Produce Showcases
At the International Builders Show (IBS)

By Bill Nodan

or almost a quarter-
century, The New
American Home
(THNAH) has been
the focal point of
NAHPB's International
Builders' Show (IBS).
The one-of-a-kind demonstration
house serves as a real-world labora-
tory to introduce the latest theories
and concepts in archirecrural design,
product development, construction
techniques and lifescyle trends. In
2007 TNAH will set new standards
for this renowned program.
Recognizing the natonal movement
to urban revitalizaton, the TNAH
task force — a committes composed of
industry practitioners from around the
country — decided o locate TNAH 07
in downtown Ordando to illustrate how
builders could revigalize an old (and, in
any cirics, often run-down) neighbor-
hood. The task force selecred HBA
of Mewro Orlando president Carmen
Dominguez (Homes by Carmen
Dominguez) w build 2 21st century
structure in a 19th century environ-
ment ...and then things got “interesting, "
The site Carmen selecred was
outstanding, locared just a block
from Lake Eola, the city’s iconic

25 Florids HomeBuBMEr » [asuany/Franany 2007

trademark. The pareel was occupied
by an abandoned house that was
literally beyond repair, so the deci-
sion was made to raze it and build
TNAH'07 in its place. Orlando eiry
officials approved the idea and the
initial planning moved ahead.

However, at that point the neigh-
bars, in the form of a local historic
preservation committee, stepped in,
They maintained the dilapidared
old house had historic significance
because it was built in 1909 and rep-
resenced “early Orlande.” The Cicy
recreated from its “reardown” posi-
tion but did agree to allow Carmen
to subdivide the site and relocate the
old building to the newly created
adjoining lot. The question now
became whar to do with an unin-
habitable building thar was locared
next to 2 soon-to-be million dollar
archirectural crearion.

Carmen solved the dilemma by
suggesting to task force officials
thar they include the old house in
the demonstration program and
then enlisting Stephen Gidus (P5G
Construction), a Metro Orlando
past president and a nationally
known remodeler, to rebuild the
house — and thus was born The
Renewed American Home (TRAH).

In a remarkable demonstration
of “doing business with members,”
all the creative talents in the 2007
THAH/TRAH project are members
of HBA of Metro Orando. In addi-
tion to president Carmen and past-
president Srephen, the architectural
design firms — Bloodgood Sharp
Buster (TNAH) and Lucia Kassik &
Monday (TRAH) - and the interior
designer for both houses — Robb &
Stucky — are actively involved in the
association.

The New American Home
program is an undertaking of the
Mational Council of the Housing
Industey (NCHI), the NAHB
organization of the nation’s major
building-marterial manufacrurers
and suppliers. NCHI members pro-
vide the products and the rechnical
assistance to make the building an
outstanding example of the best in
American housing. NCHI compa-
nies use the house to support their
exhibits ar IBS, to promote their
goods and services to the industry, 1o
educate the general public through
the year-long internacional publicity
the house receives, and to reinforce
their on-going product advertising
and marketing efforts.

The result of all this planning



and effort is a unique dem-
onstration that provides the
participating NCHI companies
with two distinet opportuniries
to carry out their education and
promaotion mission - and gives
the nation’s housing profession-
als a pair of classrooms full of
ideas they can study for replica-
tion in their own markets,

The New American Home

The New American Home/
2007 is a 3-story concrere
structure that introduces the
urban loft to 2 neighborhood
undergoing revitalization. Ed
Binkley, the Bloodgood Sharp
Buster principal for the proj-
ect, explained, “We wanted o
demonstrate the advantages of
utilizing vertical space to sup-
port a gracious and expansive
lifestyle on a tight lor.” The
result is an "upside down”
plan thar addresses the chal-
lenges of downtown living in a
confined strucrure.

The first floor contains a
home office, directly accessible
from the streer withour com-
promising the privacy of the
residents, a media room sup-
ported by a small kitchen for
entertaining, and two bedrooms
connected by a Jack & Jill bach-
room. As with the entire house,
this zone is handicapped acces-
sible, providing accommodarions
for a round-the-clock caregiver,
should the need arise. A laundry
room and mudroom complete
the floor plan.

The master suite flls the
entire second floor, Accessible
by an elevator that services all
three floors, this area contains
a lounge, morning kitchen,
bedroom, bath, outdoor shower
patio and laundry room., The
lounge area, located in the frone
of the house, opens to a grass
covered deck that looks over the
neighborhood.

The top floor is completely
open, providing a huge fam-
ily room and a state-of-the-are
kitchen for intimate family
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they will be opened to IBS registrants. At the conclusion of IBS, the homes are
being made available to the Mid-Florida Home Builders Foundation—the HBA of

use or major entertaining, A
bathroom and a laundry room
complete the scene, Bur the pidee
de résimance is the large open,
grassed deck that fronts the
building. The combination of an
outdoor kitchen and sweeping
views of Lake Eola makes this
the premier enterinment venue
in center city.

The rear of the house opens o
a walled, landscaped garden thar
features a small pool and water-
fall, and provides access to the
detached garage. The second floor
of the garage contains a spacious
apartment and a privare deck that
overlooks the nearby lake,

The excitement of the house,
and the livability of the loor
plan, is highlighted by the
extraordinary interiors con-
ceived and executed by Robb &
Stucky’s Rob Nowfel,

The concrete walls and
floors accented with high-
impact windows and doors
produce a structure thae is just
about hurricane proof and, at
the same time, the most energy
efficient unir in che history of
the program. It is a house that
truly meets the goals of The
New American Home mission,

The Renewed American Home

This unique component of
the 2007 program starred life in
1909 as a small, working-man’s
cottage, With the use of indig-
enous building materials and
some touches of the craftsman
period, the building was typi-
cal of lare 19th-century housing
in the semi-rural South. Thar it
survived almost 100 years of use,
abuse, multiple-use and juse plain
negligﬂnﬂ: iz a cribure ro che skill
of the early artisans responsible
for the initial construction. Bur
it is in irs “new life" thar The
Renewed American Home dem-
onstrates the advances in prod-
ucts, technology, design conceprs
and conseruction techniques thar
have occurred in American hous-
ing over the past century.

The present edition is more
than rwice the size of the original
structure. Prior to relocating the
building from the corner site, a
basement — a rare ingredient in
Central Florida homes — was builr
of poured concrere walls and the
old building placed on this new
foundation; Karen Kassik, the res-
idential designer, then lengthened
the earlier foorprint to dramai-
cally enlarge the building.

# | Metro Orlando’s charitable arm—to conduct tours for the general public as a
i ~ | fund-raising venture for the organization.

The finished product is a
three-level masterpiece thar offers
every convenience the 21s-
cenrury housing indusery has
offer, presented in an authentic
replication of an early-20th cen-
tury residence, and Ron Nowfel
has protected thar ‘look’ with his
authoricative interior design.

From the wine cellar and safe
reom in the basement to the huge
master suite on the second floor,
the house speaks of elegance,
charm and style — and ir does it
in a manner that supports an easy
and casual lifestyle. With an eleva-
tor serving the entire building,
access o every part of the house is
quick and convenient. Bur the key
to this marriage of architecrural
honesty and modern ameniries is
the utilitarian fAoor plan.

The library/home office is
locared ar the front door, elimi-
nating unnecessary visivor traffic
through the house,

A fully outfiteed guest suire
on the first floor reins the fami-
ly's second-floor privacy. The
formal dining room and huge
grear room/kitchen, ideal for
intimate Family use or prodigious

eneraining, com- o=
- flixay

plete the first floor.
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