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How Booming Growth
Could Spawn a New City
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HOW YOU CAN HAVE
A DREAM KITCHEN
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GREAT NEW COMMUNITIES

Orange, Seminole, Osceola, Lake,
Polk and Western Volusia Counties




What's Cooking

HOMEOWMNERS ARE
ADDIMNG SPACE,
MIXING FINISHES
AND DOUBLING UP
OM EVERYTHING.

By Teresa
Burney

hen they first bought their
Longwood home, Beth and Al
McKenna thought the 1970s-era
kitchen seemed dated but large enough, Then,

eight years ago, their triplet boys and three cor-
responding highchairs came along.

“They were really crammed in there,” recalls
Beth.

Still, the couple coped with the forced cozi-
ness until a few vears later, when they brought
home twin 15-month-old girls, adopted from
a Russian orphanage. At that point it became
abundantly clear that something had o be
done about the cramped quarters,

"We were all crowded around one tiny table

that would seat four comfortably,” Beth savs,
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The remodeled kitchen in

this Winter Park home was a 2005

Aurora Grand Award Winner for Charles
Clayton Construction. It now sports an English
manor ambience as well as two islands—a lower
one for food preparation and display and a higher
one for casual, in-kitchen dining. Designer, Rick

Grinder of Designerrick.,

So the McKennas planned an overdue home
renovation that would include doubling the
size of the kitchen and replacing the tired
cabinetry, outdated appliances and Formica
countertops. They hired Jonathan MeGrath
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Construction, a remodeler based in
Longwood, to do the work,
Six months later, the work was

complete and the family of seven had
a nine-foot-long, granite-topped bar
to gather around for casual meals.
Fhey also had two ovens, two dish-
washers and two glane refrigerators,

“MNow we can easily ger 16 1n our
kitchen to eat,” says Beth McKenna.
“It was well worth the wait”

Kitchen remodels are among the
most popular home-renovation proj-
¢Cts, CONtractors say,

“Clients frequently want a bigger
kitchen,” says Marion McGrath of
Jonathan McGrath Construction. Plus,
she adds, they often want walled-off
kitchens in older homes opened up to
the family's mam living area.

The kitchen is usually the most
expensive room to remodel. And
living in the home while the work
1s under way can be difficult, to say
the least,

However, unlike many other remod-
ehing projects, for which homeowners
can rarely recoup their full investment,
a kitchen makeover will T-rt.'l.'il.l.l:ntl*_n'
return more than M percent of its cost
when the home is resold, studies show.
In the meantime, homeowners get to
enjoy a more comfortable—and aes-
thetically pleasing—space for cooking,
cating and entertaining

Mot only 15 the McKennas® kitchen
functional, it%s also tricked our with
some of the hottest equipment, fix-
tures and finishes available today:
double appliances, gramite counter-
tops, mixed-finish cabinetry, fancets
in an oil-rubbed bronze fimish and a
huge 1sland.

With many floor plans now designed
around the kitchen, the island has
become a orue houschold hub, design-

ers say, Often the 1sland 15 where fami-
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lies dine, children do homework and
guests perch during parties.

As a result, islands have become
more claborate. Many are ornamented
with extensive woodwork details and
putfitted with evervthing from sinks
and cooktops to refrigerators and

second dishwashers.

“That's the place where a lot of

creative things are happening,” says
McGrath.

For instance, some families are opting
for multiple food-preparation areas,
including secondary sinks, according
to Victor Farina of Farina & Sons, a
remodeler based in Winter Park.

“PDouble ovens are as popular as

ever,” Farina says, “but somenmes one

The owners of this 1930s
home near Lake Davis
wanted to preserve its

charm while enlarging its

outdated kitchen. 5o the
space was reconfigured to bring

the kitchen to the center of the home, where

it's accessible from the living room, dining room, family room,

sunroom and master bedroom. The project also included installation of oak
flooring and stained cabinetry coupled with distressed pieces painted a mellow
sage to suggest a room that had evolved over a long period of time. Designer,
Architectural Artworks; contractor, PSG Construction.
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KITCHEN REMODELING:

A SURVIVAL GUIDE

Beth McKenna has one piece of advice for families planning

Jack McGrath, whose company, Jonathan McGrath
to live in their home during a major kitchen remodel:“Go away Construction, remodeled the McKenna home, suggested they
on vacation as long as you can.” maove out during the work. But, like many people remadeling
Beth and Al McKenna and their five small children lived their homes, the McKennas didn't want to incur the extra cost,
without their kitchen for four months during a six-month When vacating isn't an option, remodelers do what they can
makeover that also included renovations to the rest of their to help families survive life without a proper kitchen. Often
home.

that means fashioning a temporary space for
food preparation,

“Jack can get pretty creative,” says his
wife and business partner, Marion. “Usually
he finds a place for family members to have
a small table, the refrigerator,a microwave
and a hot plate. But we tell our clients up
front that these are custom jobs, and they
have to be patient. They adapt.”

Ac first, families are typically excited
by the novelty of the renovation work,
“Then by the middle, they are really tired
of it and we'll send them a gift certificate
to their favorite restaurant,” Marion
McGrath adds.

Stephen Gidus of PSG Construction
says his company often offers to build

an elaborate temporary kitchen for
customers whose new kitchen won't be
available for months.

“When you're displaced from your
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kitchen and you don't even have a
Beth and Al McKenna doubled place to make breakfast, it becomes
their kitchen space and replaced very disruptive,” Gidus says, “especially
. dated cabinets, appliances and if there are children in the house.”
Formica countertops. The family PSG has gone so far as to create a
§ of seven e has.a nine-foot- plywood-wall kitchen within another
z long. granite-topped bar to o room in the home, installing sinks,
3 up to for casual meals along with stoves and refrigerators and even
z e dllshwaﬁhers hanging the old cabinets.
é and two huge refrigerators. “Sometimes the cost of doing that
g Cantracm_r. Jonathan McGrath will be less than the inconvenience
Construction. ;
and costs of going out to eat all the
time,” Gidus says.

Their makeshift kitchen during the renovation included a If the client doesn't go for a temporary replacement kitchen,
microwave and a refrigerator in the garage. Because there was PSG usually finds somewhere in the home to set up the bare
no sink, meals were served on paper plates. necessities, such as a refrigerator and a microwave. Laundry

"We usually tried to wing breakfast and lunch,” says Beth. rooms often work, especially if they have a sink, he says,

“At first we went out for dinner, but with five children that “I've never given birth," says Gidus."But I'm told it's like
got old fast” that—nine months of pain. But when the baby is born, you

Mot to mention expensive. forget about i
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Gooseneck faucets, like this one from
Systema, are beautiful and practical. For
example, they make filling deep pots
quick and easy.

STSTEMA

backsplashes adorned with metallic
tiles. And the choices have expanded
beyond the shiny silver of stainless
steel, chrome or nickel to more rustic-
looking, oil-rubbed bronze faucets
and copper sinks,

But don't think you have to dis-
count standard chrome,

“Chrome is kind of tmeless, neu-
tral,” says Grant Gribble of Gribble
Interior Group, based in Orlando.
“MNot so [with] shiny brass finishes,
which are way out now.”

Buyers who pay big bucks for com-
mercial ranges and other appliances are
making them kitchen focal points. For
example, they're accentuating ranges,
with elaborate hoods. And they're not

hesitating to mix manufacturers.

407:629.9366

“Buyers may choose aViking range
and a Sub-Zero refrigerator for the
same kitchen,” Gribble says

While some homeowners choose
to display their high-tech appliances,
athers choose to conceal them with
cabinetry. Some refrigerators have
wooden cabinet fronts camouflag-
ing the doors while dishwashers and
'\'\..'I]I]]lIILL':. OVETIS Aare l:'ll."llli_f I.'|'|'|L'L'.l|.L"L1
behind drawers.

Gribble is also seeing more inter-
est in contemporary design in some
kitchens. “It's a boutique hotel look,
with deeper, darker woods,” he says.
“It’s more streamlined, warm and
metropolitan.”

Kitchen highting 15 taking on a dif-

ferent tone as well. Gone are the single

HOMEBUYER = PE ¥ £



Milcarsky’s Appliance Centré
© Superior Selection... Superior Service! @
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This redesign moved the

kitchen from the center

of the house into what

was formerly an unused
ballroom. Additions included
a large wraparound island
with seating. a formal

dining room (foreground)
and an intimate sitting

area (background). The
resulting space is perfect

for large family gatherings
and for entertaining guests.
Designer, Lucia, Kassik and
Monday; cabinets, Central
Kitchen & Bath; contractor,
PSG Construction.

Transforms kitchens into cafés.

Imagine waking up to the aroma of a European café
right in your own kitchen. With a variety of perfectly
brewed, freshly prepared coffees available at the
push of a single bution, the new Miele coffee system
turns this fantasy into reality. Offering an exclusive
assortment of Nespresso® blend capsules, experience
espresso, cappuccino or coffee with ease and in the
comfort of your own home. Taste the difference, visit
Milcarsky's Appliance Centré today.

461 E. Highway 434
Longwood, FL 32750

407-830-6800

Hours: Mon-Fri Bam - 6pm
Sat - By appointment only



DISHES DO
COME TRUE.

Create the kitchen of your dreams with
the Felicity kitchen faucet from ShowHouse™
by Moen. Available at Ferguson Bath,
Kitchen and Lighting Galleries.

Orlando, 1200 Alden Road, (407) 893-5452

¥ £ FERGUSON

Bath, Kitchen & Lightine Gallery
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fluorescent tube, overhead hight fix-

tures. Now lighting is coming from

iead “can” fixtures are effec
ave, while chandeliers set a traditonal
mood. Pendant lights with beautiful
I tlluminate islands. And

net lights brighren w

Dimmers are installed on many of
these fxtures to tone down the light-
ing from operating-room br
ambient mood lighting. That’s ¢
cially important when kitchens adjoin
fanuly rooms.

There's not just one dominating
kitchen design trend anymore,
Farina. “For a while, it all about
the wooden cabinets,” h . “Then
it was the granite countertops. Then 1t
was the appliances, then the flooring
MNow 1ts about everything.”

With so manv choice e kitchens,
the task of choosing fixtures and fin
ishes for a renovaton can be daunting,

Stephen Gidus of PSG Constructon,
based in Winter Park, didn't fully
appreciate how difficule 1t s
gate all the choices unul he re
his own home

“It really
It shed a lot of light on what the
CUSLONE es through in the selec-
L1631 |:5']1'| % J| e ) S LHMe-COonsuIn-

en Gidus, rd-winning
remodeler and custom homebuilder,

got a little help from his company’s

¢, adding that «
selfers can ge
ar |'|'i'|‘|'|'IL" IMProvement stores and on
the Internet. *It’s a lot for a person
ke in, and there are people who
kitchens all day 5
“It’s 5o important
that you get someone to help yvou
who knows what they're doing, so

t a kitchen that

I works for vou.” ?

HOMEBLIYER =




